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We have made decisions not to drill
in ANWR, we have made decisions not
to drill on the Outer Continental Shelf,
and we have made decisions to not drill
in the Rocky Mountain regions of the
country where tremendous trillions of
cubic feet of gas are available. And the
losers are going to be the American
public and the consumer.

But, long term, we are going to con-
tinue losing because our jobs are mov-
ing overseas. When we are paying $14
for natural gas in this country and be-
cause gas is not easily transported, the
pricing tends to be national in scale
rather than international. We are pay-
ing $14 in this country, and yet many
of our friends around the world are
paying under $4. Some places pay as
little as $1.

One can imagine that if one is a plas-
tics manufacturer here in this country
or a chemical manufacturer or a fer-
tilizer manufacturer that they are pay-
ing $14 and they could locate a plant
where they are paying $1. Common
sense and business sense will tell us
that there is great incentive for people
to go where the $1 gas is, but, when
they do that, they are going to take
the jobs and the manufacturing facili-
ties and they will never come back to
this country because we will never be
able to get our price down to where the
foreign nations have it. They have such
a low relative wage that we are never
going to compete dollar for dollar. So
once we allow those plants to move
overseas, then we will have lost that
segment of our economy.

I will tell the Members that that is
where the real threat for America lies,
in the loss of that economic structure,
that economic base for this country.

The future of our children is at
stake. Those of us who are baby
boomers like myself, I think during the
next 10 years we can see that slow dete-
rioration of our economic base. But it
is when it is dissipated that our chil-
dren and grandchildren are going to
reap the very sad rewards of policies
that our friends on the other side of
the aisle, with good intentions and
good hearts, have foisted on the Amer-
ican public.

Today, the debate in this country is
about the future of this country. Presi-
dent Bush and his administration have
steadfastly moved us into pro-competi-
tive, pro-business environments, and
our friends here in Congress have con-
stantly criticized that, have constantly
thrown up roadblocks to that and have
constantly had no suggestions of their
own.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to just
close today by saying that this is a
very important time in our Nation’s
history. We are fighting basically three
deep struggles right now. We are fight-
ing an economic struggle that is world-
wide. The worldwide economy has
taken traction. Jobs can be here or
jobs can be in other countries with
equal facility. Investment capital can
move up and move to wherever those
capitals would want to go. There are
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absolutely no restrictions. The Inter-
net makes it possible to move one’s
money literally overnight. So we have
an economic struggle where we are
competing with low-price, high-quality
competition in our labor market.

So the economic challenge is one, but
we are also facing a challenge of mili-
tary circumstances. The war on terror
is absolute. It will be fought. It is just
a question of whether it will be fought
in this country or in the homeland of
the terrorists. For myself, I always
vote to take the battle to the terrorists
there.

We did not invite 9/11 into this coun-
try. It came without provocation and
with no warning. We are either going
to continue seeing that escalation of
terrorist attacks inside this country or
we are going to find that we will en-
counter the terrorists and defeat them
on their own ground. And I will tell the
Members that as long as people are
willing to cut off the heads of individ-
uals who are private, nonmilitary citi-
zens, without provocation, that there
is no negotiating with that kind of a
person. It is a fight to the death, and
the more terrorists that we kill and
capture and put into prison, the more
safe that our streets will be for the
kids who are walking on the streets
just intending to go to school on cer-
tain days.

So we have got the economic struggle
going on. We have then the war on ter-
ror. But we also have a tremendous so-
cial struggle going on where we are
trying to determine the values of this
country.

Again, my introduction differen-
tiated between the two parties and the
approaches to the values. I am not say-
ing that everyone in America agrees
with our friends on the other side of
the aisle, even if they are in the Demo-
crat Party, but I will say that the lead-
ership here in this Nation is willing to
talk fiction and talk nonanswers and
throw obstructions into the way of
good, hard-nosed policies which guar-
antee our future, and for that they will
be eternally accountable.

They talk about corruption, and yet
they fail to mention that the only per-
son in prison today is actually one of
their members who came in in my class
last year. Only one person. And yet
they are sending phone messages and
they are sending radio commercials,
bank phone calls into many Republican
districts saying you should give back
that money. Theirs is the side with an-
swers to give, and yet I never hear
those questions about their own people.
Their agenda is a political one. It is de-
signed to gain back political power at
the expense of the Nation. It is a day
that they should not be proud of.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Mr. KIND (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.
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Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

Mr. OSBORNE (at the request of Mr.
BLUNT) for today on account of official
business in the district.

Mr. POE (at the request of Mr. BLUNT)
for today on account of official busi-
ness.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin (at the re-
quest of Mr. BLUNT) for today on ac-
count of a family medical emergency.

Mrs. EMERSON (at the request of Mr.
BLUNT) for today on account of official
business.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at
the request of Mr. BLUNT) for today on
account of illness.

Miss MCMORRIS (at the request of Mr.
BLUNT) for today on account of busi-
ness in her district.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEFAZIO) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SESSIONS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. LEwIs of California, for 5 min-
utes, November 7.

Mr. McCAUL of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2744. An act making appropriations
for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2006, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Novem-
ber 7, 2005, at 12:30 p.m., for morning
hour debate.

——
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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